
Books chosen by boys, beaks and staff
All books are available from the Vaughan Library

WINTER READS

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
A tale of love, sisterhood and hardship 
during the American Civil War, Little 
Women tells the story of the lovable 
March family. A festive classic.

Recommended by Matthew Carter, 
Weekend Assistant Librarian

The Testaments by Margaret Atwood
This riveting sequel picks up the 
story 15 years after the events of The 
Handmaid’s Tale, with the explosive 
testaments of three female narrators 
from Gilead.

Recommended by Edos Herwegh Vonk 
(Newlands, Fifth Form)

The Drowned World by J G Ballard
Set during the year 2145, this 
mesmerising story imagines a 
terrifying world in which global 
warming has melted the ice caps and 
primordial jungles have overrun a 
tropical London. 

Recommended by AGC, 
Head of Politics

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo
Six dangerous outcasts. One 
impossible heist. Kaz’s crew is the only 
thing that might stand between the 
world and destruction , if they don’t kill 
each other first. 

Recommend by Tace Fox, Archivist

You Will be Safe Here by Damian Barr
Weaving between the Boer war and 
contemporary South Africa, You Will 
Be Safe Here explores the legacies of 
abuse, redemption and the strength of 
the human spirit.

Recommended by MTS, 
Head of Library and Archives

The Night Boat to Tangier 
by Kevin Barry 
It’s late one night at the Spanish port 
of Algeciras and two fading Irish 
gangsters are waiting on the boat 
from Tangier. A lover has been lost, a 
daughter has gone missing and their 
world has come asunder.

Recommended by HAH, Head of Italian

So You Think You’ve got Problems? 
by Alex Bellos
A compendium of more than 150 
ingenious puzzles selected to reveal 
the wonderful diversity of brainteasers 
that have confounded and intrigued 
solvers for the last 1,000 years. 

Recommended by JPBH, Head of 
Examinations & Mathematics Master

All that Remains by Sue Black
Part memoir, part science book by 
one of the world’s leading anatomists 
and forensic anthropologists. She was 
also the lead anthropologist in the 
war crimes investigation in Kosovo. A 
fascinating exploration of death.

Recommended by Astrid Jennewein, 
HR Manager



Love is Blind by William Boyd
A sweeping tale across oceans with 
our central character a Scottish piano 
tuner pursuing love.

Recommended by Ralph Arundell, 
Director of Operations

The Confession by Jessie Burton
The story of three women and the 
complex connections they have 
shared across decades and continents. 
This is a novel about love, sex, work, 
motherhood, how we construct our 
pasts and dream our futures, and the 
wildly divergent paths our lives can 
take.

Recommended by Joanne Payne, 
Assistant Librarian

The Tartar Steppe by Dino Buzzanti 
Young Giovanni Drogo is posted to 
remote Fort Bastiani, overlooking 
the Tartar Steppe. Published in Italy 
in 1945, this story is an indictment of 
military life and a meditation on human 
thirst for glory.

Recommended by AGC, 
Head of Politics

Rainbow Six by Tom Clancy
Newly named head of an elite 
multinational task force, John Clark 
faces the world’s greatest fear: 
international terrorism. Following each 
terrifying new outbreak, he must also 
face the ghosts from his own past.

Recommended by Dante Doros 
(Elmfield, Remove)

Nucleus by Rory Clements 
The second Tom Wilde book set in 
1930s Cambridge, a high-tension spy 
thriller that’s just a good romp and 
weaves enough historical fact to have 
some plausibility.

Recommended by Ralph Arundell, 
Director of Operations

The Binding by Bridget Collins
The Binding is a richly imagined 
story of boundary-defying desire 
and prejudice wrapped in layers of 
enchantment, enigma and stunningly 
evoked detail.

Recommended by Tace Fox, Archivist

Into the Silence by Wade Davis 
Worth all the hype and justified winner 
of the Samuel Johnson Prize for Non-
Fiction in 2012. It’s a huge book in 
every sense, sweeping across end of 
empire, the Great War and the Everest 
Expeditions of 1922 and 24.

Recommended by Ralph Arundell, 
Director of Operations

Dark Pines by Will Dean
Set to be the first novel in a gripping 
new Scandi-noir thriller series with a 
strikingly memorable heroine.

Recommended by Astrid Jennewein, 
HR Manager 

The Truth About the Harry Quebert 
Affair by Joel Dicker
A twisty, fast-paced, cinematic literary 
thriller, and an ingenious book within 
a book.

Recommended by Gina Hollaway,     
HR Administrator   

American War by Omar El Akkad 
This is a powerful debut novel about a 
dystopian future: a second American 
Civil War, a devastating plague and one 
family caught deep in the middle. In 
American War, we’re asked to consider 
what might happen if America were to 
turn its most devastating policies and 
deadly weapons against itself.

Recommended by HAH, Head of Italian

Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn
Creepy and claustrophobic, with a 
gloriously twisted plot, a brooding 
atmosphere and a beautifully realised 
central character.

Recommended by Gina Hollaway, 
HR Administrator   



Mythos by Stephen Fry
Spellbinding, informative and moving, 
Mythos perfectly retells the Greek 
myths for the modern age in all their 
rich and deeply human relevance.

Recommended by JPBH, Head of 
Examinations & Mathematics Master

Hello World by Hannah Fry
A tour of the good, the bad and the 
downright ugly of the algorithms that 
surround us. It lifts the lid on their 
inner workings, demonstrates their 
power, exposes their limitations and 
examines whether they really are an 
improvement on the humans they 
are replacing.

Recommended by Amanda Deal, 
Assistant Librarian

The Man I Think I Know by Mike Gayle
A powerful and uplifting story of 
Danny and James who find redemption 
and second chances through a 
seemingly unlikely friendship.

Recommended by Joanne Payne, 
Assistant Librarian

Travels With My Aunt 
by Graham Greene
In this hilarious tale of the eccentricity 
of families and the pomposity of the 
middle class, Greene not only gives 
us intoxicating entertainment but also 
confronts us with some of the most 
perplexing of human dilemmas.

Recommended by Tace Fox, Archivist

When All Is Said by Anne Griffin
At the bar of a grand hotel in a small 
Irish town sits 84-year-old Maurice 
Hannigan. Over the course of this 
evening, he will raise five toasts to the 
five people who have meant the most 
to him. Gentle, insightful and moving.

Recommended by Caroline Sampson, 
Secretary

The Second Sleep by Robert Harris
Thrilling and wonderfully conceived, 
it probes the nature of history, of 
collective memory and forgetting, 
and exposes the fragility of modern 
civilisation.

Recommended by JPM, History Master

The Secret War by Max Hastings
This is a thoroughly researched and 
fascinating insight into the covert 
activities carried out by each of the 
protagonists during the Second World 
War and their relative effectiveness.

Recommended by CJFB, 
Mathematics Master

A Brief History of Time 
by Stephen Hawking
Was there a beginning of time? Could 
time run backwards? Is the universe 
infinite, or does it have boundaries? 
These are just some of the questions 
considered in an internationally 
acclaimed masterpiece by one of the 
world’s greatest thinkers.

Recommended by Vincent Song 
(The Head Master’s, Shell)

The Ancient Guide to Modern Life 
by Natalie Haynes
Our lives are infinitely richer if we take 
the time to look at what the Greeks 
and Romans have given us in politics, 
law, religion, philosophy and education, 
and to learn how people really lived in 
Athens, Rome, Sparta and Alexandria.

Recommended by MTS, 
Head of Library and Archives

Dune by Frank Herbert
A stunning blend of adventure and 
mysticism, environmentalism and 
politics, Dune is a triumph of the 
imagination and one of the bestselling 
science fiction novels of all time.

Recommended by Vincent Song 
(The Head Master’s, Shell) 



The Outsiders by S E Hinton
A great coming-of-age novel set 
in 1960s Oklahoma. It follows the 
fortunes of a teenage high-school boy 
caught up in clashes between two rival 
gangs, the Greasers and the Socs.

Recommended by SNT, House Master, 
Rendalls

Raven’s Gate by Anthony Horowitz
The first volume in the chilling horror 
series The Power of Five.

Recommended by Oscar Wickham 
(The Head Master’s, Shell)

Thirteen by Tom Hoyle
Born at midnight in London, on the 
stroke of the new millennium, Adam 
is the target of a cult that believes 
boys born on this date must die 
before the end of their 13th year. 
Twelve boys have been killed so far. 
Coron, the cult leader, is planning a 
bombing spectacular across London 
to celebrate the sacrifice of his 13th 
victim, Adam.

Recommended by Henry Emerson 
(Newlands, Shell)

The Last by Hannah Jameson
The world ends in nuclear war. You 
and 19 other survivors hole up in an 
isolated Swiss hotel. Then you find the 
body; one of your number has blood 
on their hands. The race is on to find 
the killer before the killer finds you.

Recommended by Tace Fox, Archivist

An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
A masterpiece of storytelling, An 
American Marriage offers a profoundly 
insightful look into the hearts and 
minds of Roy, Celestial and Andre 
who are at once bound together and 
conflicted by an appalling miscarriage 
of justice. A brilliant read.

Recommended by MTS, 
Head of Library and Archives

A Honeybee Heart Has Five Openings 
by Helen Jukes
A fascinating, insightful and inspiring 
account of a novice beekeeper’s year 
of keeping honeybees.

Recommended by Amanda Deal, 
Assistant Librarian

Illuminae by Amie Kaufman & 
Jay Kristoff
The year is 2575 and two mega 
corporations are at war over a planet 
that is little more than an ice-covered 
speck. A fantastically original, heart-
stopping adventure where everything 
is more dangerous than it seems.

Recommended by Jake Brockwell 
(Moretons, Fifth Form)

The Shining by Stephen King 
Danny is only five years old, but he is 
a ‘shiner’, aglow with psychic voltage. 
When his father becomes caretaker of 
the isolated Overlook Hotel, Danny’s 
visions grow out of control. A classic 
horror from an expert in the genre.

Recommended by Edos Herwegh Vonk 
(Newlands, Fifth Form)

Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer
The true story of a 24-hour period 
on Everest, when members of three 
separate expeditions were caught in 
a storm and faced a battle against 
hurricane force winds, exposure and 
the effects of altitude, which ended in 
the worst single-season death toll in 
the peak’s history.

Recommended by Jack Hedley 
(The Head Master’s, Fifth Form)

Smiley’s People by John le Carré
The concluding part of John le Carré’s 
celebrated Karla Trilogy, Smiley’s 
People sees the last confrontation 
between the indefatigable spymaster 
George Smiley and his great enemy, as 
their rivalry comes to a shattering end.

Recommended by AGC, 
Head of Politics



The Beekeeper of Aleppo 
by Christy Lefteri 
Moving, powerful, compassionate and 
beautifully written, The Beekeeper of 
Aleppo is a testament to the triumph of 
the human spirit. A deceptively simple 
tale enforces the power of storytelling.

Recommended by HAH, Head of Italian

Machines Like Me by Ian McEwan
Set in an alternative 1980s, Alan Turing 
achieves a breakthrough in artificial 
intelligence. When Charlie Friend 
comes into money, he buys Adam, one 
of the first batch of synthetic humans. 
This novel poses the fundamental 
question: what makes us human?

Recommended by Joanne Payne, 
Assistant Librarian

The Spy and the Traitor: The Greatest 
Espionage Story of the Cold War 
by Ben MacIntyre
A thrilling Cold War story about a 
KGB double agent, this is a tale of 
betrayal, duplicity and raw courage 
that changed the course of the Cold 
War forever.

Recommended by KAF, 
Head of Russian

Tangerine by Christine Mangan
A gripping psychological literary 
thriller set in 1950s Tangier. The 
claustrophobic atmosphere sets the 
tale of obsession and control. 

Recommended by Helen Harrington, 
Assistant Librarian

Islamic Empires: Fifteen Cities that 
Define a Civilisation by Justin Marozzi
A history of this rich and diverse 
civilisation told through its greatest 
cities over the 15 centuries of Islam, 
from its earliest beginnings in Mecca in 
the 7th century to the astonishing rise 
of Doha in the 21st.

Recommended by JPM, History Master

Shadowplay by Tim Marshall
The shattering of Yugoslavia in the 
1990s showed that, after nearly 50 
years of peace, war could return 
to Europe. It came to its bloody 
conclusion in Kosovo in 1999. A 
gripping eyewitness account of a major 
20th-century military conflict.

Recommended by Adam Ait El Caid 
(Druries, Lower Sixth)

Circe by Madeline Miller
The magnificent story of the 
mythological witch Circe, inspired 
by Homer’s Odyssey. An intoxicating 
tale of gods and heroes, magic and 
monsters, survival and transformation.

Recommended by MTS, 
Head of Library and Archives

Spring Snow by Yukio Mishima
The first book of Mishima’s landmark 
The Sea of Fertility series, this novel is 
set in Tokyo in 1912, when the hermetic 
world of the ancient aristocracy is 
being breached for the first time by 
outsiders.

Recommended by Edos Herwegh Vonk 
(Newlands, Fifth Form)

Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo
Thomas Peaceful recounts his 
memories, as he looks back over his 
life and what led him to the battlefields 
of the Great War. As the clock counts 
down, Tommo is longing for peace 
and a life changed forever. 
A modern classic.

Recommended by Fred Hewer 
(The Park, Shell)

War Doctor by David Nott
The gripping true story of a front-line 
trauma surgeon in the world’s most 
dangerous war zones.

Recommended by Amanda Deal, 
Assistant Librarian



Erebus by Michael Palin
A nice historical amble through what 
happened to the ships Erebus and 
Terror and their crews in their exploits 
around the Antarctic and Arctic.

Recommended by PD, Awards and 
Sixth Form Registrar

Humble Pi by Matt Parker
Exploring and explaining a litany of 
glitches, near-misses and mishaps, 
Parker shows us the bizarre ways 
maths trips us up, and what this reveals 
about its essential place in our world.

Recommended by JPBH, Head of 
Examinations & Mathematics Master

Wakenhyrst by Michelle Paver
Spanning five centuries, Wakenhyrst 
is a darkly gothic thriller about 
murderous obsession and one girl’s 
longing to fly free. A tale of mystery 
and imagination laced with terror.

Recommended by Joanne Payne, 
Assistant Librarian

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 
Sylvia Plath’s groundbreaking semi-
autobiographical novel offers an 
intimate, honest and often wrenching 
glimpse into mental illness. The Bell Jar 
broke the boundaries between fiction 
and reality and helped cement Plath’s 
place as an enduring feminist icon.

Recommended Gina Hollaway, 
HR Administrator   

Lanny by Max Porter
Beautifully written, poetic and 
affecting, Lanny is a song to difference 
and imagination, to friendship, youth 
and love.

Recommended by Joanne Payne, 
Assistant Librarian

The Book of Dust, Volume Two: 
The Secret Commonwealth 
by Phillip Pullman
A book for our times; a compelling 
adventure and a thought-provoking 
look at what it is to understand 
yourself, to grow up and make sense of 
the world around you.

Recommended by Oscar Wickham 
(The Head Master’s, Shell)

His Dark Materials by Philip Pullman
What may come across as a children’s 
story at first glance, the magical world 
and journey that we take with Lyra 
is filled with smart and deep themes 
that only the mature reader will pick 
up on. Philip Pullman himself said it 
best: ‘There are some themes, some 
subjects, too large for adult fiction; 
they can only be dealt with adequately 
within a children’s book.’

Recommended by Gina Holloway, 
HR Administrator

Something to Live For 
by Richard Roper
Uplifting and thought-provoking, 
this debut novel explores one man’s 
attempts to let go of the past and start 
his life afresh.

Recommended by Amanda Deal, 
Assistant Librarian

The Professor and the Parson 
by Adam Sisman
This book traces the strange career 
of one of Britain’s most eccentric 
criminals, Robert Parkin Peters: 
plagiarist, bigamist, fraudulent priest 
and imposter extraordinaire. A witty 
and charming account of eccentricity, 
extraordinary narcissism and a life as 
wild and unlikely as any in fiction.

Recommended by Tracy Lunt Sincock, 
Custos Assistant

On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the 
Twentieth Century by Timothy Snyder
These 128 pages are a brief primer in 
every important thing we might have 
learned from the history of the last 
century, and all that we appear to 
have forgotten.

Recommended by KAF, 
Head of Russian
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Three Women by Lisa Taddeo
A powerful non-fiction account of 
three women and their desires, telling 
women’s stories in a new and brutally 
honest way. 

Recommended by LSA, 
Head of English

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
This epic novel combines vivid 
characters and thrilling suspense. It is 
a story of loss and obsession, survival 
and self-invention, identity and fate.

Recommended by Matthew Carter, 
Weekend Assistant Librarian

Misbehaving: The Making of 
Behavioural Economics 
by Richard H Thaler
Robust enough intellectually to be 
a serious work of social science and 
a proper record of an important 
intellectual movement, Misbehaving is 
also fun for the general reader.

Recommended by AR, 
Economics Master

Drive your Plow Over the Bones 
of the Dead by Olga Tokarczuk
A William-Blake-themed, eco-murder 
mystery that is impossible to 
put down.

Recommended by LSA, 
Head of English
 

Primeval and Other Times 
by Olga Tokarczuk
This novel is set in the mythical village 
of Primeval in the heart of Poland, 
which is populated by eccentric, 
archetypical characters. The village, 
a microcosm of Europe, is guarded 
by four archangels, from whose 
perspective the novel chronicles the 
lives of Primeval’s inhabitants over the 
course of the feral 20th century.

Recommended by KAF, 
Head of Russian

A Confederacy of Dunces 
by John Kennedy Toole
Meet the fat, flatulent and eloquent 
Ignatius J. Reilly in this light and pithy 
comic tale. A Don Quixote for the 
modern age.

Recommended by AGC, 
Head of Politics

The Trick to Time by Kit de Waal
An emotional, sometimes sad and 
poetic story – so beautifully written 
and easy to read.

Recommended by Astrid Jennewein, 
HR Manager 

Why We Sleep by Matthew Walker 
Until recently, science had no answer 
to the question of why we sleep, what 
good it served, or why its absence is 
so damaging to our health. Professor 
Walker explores 20 years of cutting-
edge research to solve the mystery of 
why sleep matters.

Recommended by HAH, Head of Italian

The Long Hangover: Putin’s New 
Russian and the Ghosts of the Past 
by Shaun Walker
Presents a deeply reported, bottom-
up explanation of Russia’s resurgence 
under Putin.

Recommended by KAF, 
Head of Russian

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead
The novel is based on the history of 
a real reform school in Florida that 
operated for over a century and 
warped and destroyed the lives of 
thousands of children. The Nickel Boys 
is story of two boys sentenced to a 
hellish reform school in 1960s Florida.

Recommended by MTS, 
Head of Library and Archives

Frankissstein by Jeanette Winterson
A riotous reimagining with an 
energy and passion all of its own 
that reanimates Frankenstein as 
a cautionary tale for present day 
Britain. Winterson incorporates 
the debate about Brexit, gender, 
artificial intelligence and medical 
experimentation in a skilful and 
challenging read.

Recommended by MTS, 
Head of Library and Archives


